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PART VI. Local Government

Executive
Officers.

annually by the councillors and aldermen together.  The borough
council thus consists of the mayor, aldermen and councillors.
Charters.          Boroughs are, and always have been, created by royal charter,

but they are subject, like the statutory authorities, to the provisions
of the Local Government Act, 1933, regulating their constitution and
general powers. A charter of incorporation is sought by an urban
district council by petition to the Queen. The petition is considered
by a committee of the Privy Council; notice of the petition must first
be given to the county council concerned and to the Ministry of
Housing and Local Government. The effect of the charter when
granted is, apart from transitional arrangements, e.g. for initial
elections, to extend the relevant provisions of the Local Government
Act, 1933, to the new borough.

Committees. Borough councils like county councils work through committees
but, unlike county councils, they are not obliged by statute to
appoint certain committees for particular purposesx except that in
county boroughs, which have a separate police force, they must
appoint a watch committee to supervise the borough police.2

The senior official of the borough council is the town clerk,
who, like the clerk of the county council, is the head of the council
staff. He is its legal adviser, and countersigns all orders for pay-
ments made out of the general rate fund of the borough. His office
is essential for the due performance by the council of its duties.
The other officials are the borough treasurer, the medical officer of
health, the surveyor, the sanitary inspector, the chief constable (in
county boroughs which possess a separate police force) and other
officers such as technical experts and inspectors.

The functions of the borough council which is not a county
borough are those of a county district. Thus the council is the local
authority under the Public Health Acts. It is also the housing
authority and maintains the non-county roads. The corporate lands
and buildings are vested in it with powers of management. County
boroughs possess a separate police force managed by the watch
committee of the council. Many of the most important powers of
the larger boroughs are derived from general Acts giving adoptive
powers or from private Acts. Powers acquired in this way relate to
public utility undertakings, such as water services, the running of
omnibuses and tramways, the provision of docks, harbours and
markets, civic restaurants, entertainments, and other amenities of a
public character.

Cities.              Every city is also a municipal borough. Certain towns have at

various times been called " cities "by royal charter or letters patent.

Such towns are usually the cathedral towns of ecclesiastical dioceses

or very large towns such as Leeds and Bradford. There are also a

1 P. 269, ante.                     * P. 189, ante.
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